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rento. The very air of Italy was a delight to this
sunny-hearted sailor, who so deeply felt the
charm of all Italian nature. " The house we have
taken," he wrote, " is said to be the one in which
Tasso was born. It stands on the brow of the
cliffs, within the walls of the town, and in plain
sight of every object of interest on the bay. We
occupy the principal floor only, though I have
taken the entire house. There is a chapel beneath
the grand sala, and kitchens and offices some-
where in those lower regions. We enter by a
porte-cochere into a court which has a well with
a handsome marble curb and a flight of broad,
marble steps fit for a palace." Seaward several
rooms led to the sala, fifty feet long, and facing
the water. Cooper tells of its tiled floor, gilded
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of Tuscany, the Roman States, and so on to
